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Steinmetz,,Jr.  Vice-President  of Anaconda 

'Aluminum  Company, issued  the following  statement  today:  

In  view of recent  statements  concerning  conditions  in  

and around  Columbia  Falls,  it  seems in  order  to give  our com-

pany's  view of the matter.  

From the beginning  of operations  of its  aluminum  red-

uction  plant  at Columbia  Falls  in  1955 Anaconda Aluminum Com-

pany  has devoted  capital  resources  and skilled  manpower to the  

goal  of minimizing  emissions  from such operations.  In excess  

of  $13 000 000 have been spent  in  installing  and maintaining  a 

complex  air  control  system.  In addition  to this  amount, in  the  

past  year  alone  the company has expended some $200 000 to con-

duct  engineering  studies  to retain  consultants  and to test  

ideas  and equipment  which  appear  to have promise  in  helping  to 

minimize  emissions.  Other  aluminum  companies  have been consul-

ted  --  for  this  is a problem  in  some degree  at all  similar  plants  

--  to be certain  that  the most effective  equipment  and techniques  

adaptable  to Columbia  Falls  operations  are being  used. 

It  might  be well  for  everyone  having  an interest  in  

- 
Columbia  Falls  to recall  the declaration  of policy  contained  in  

the  Clean Air  Act of Montana, which  is  as follows:  
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"It  is  hereby  declared  to be the public  policy  of this  

state  and the purpose  of this  act to achieve  and maintain  such 

levels  of air  quality  as will  protect  human health  and safety,  

and to the greatest  degree  practicable,  prevent  injury  to plant  

and animal  life  and property,  foster  the comfort  and convenience  

of  the people,  promote  the economic  and social  development  of 

this  state  and facilitate  the enjoyment  of the natural  attrac-

tions  of this  state."  

The act is  intended  the section  just  quoted  concludes,  

- "to  provide  a framework  NO:thin  which  all  Valuea  may be balanced  

in  the public  interest."  

How does the present  situation  it  Columbia  Falls  measure 

up to these  basic  policy  aims of the governing  law? Let's  consi-

der  them: 

1. Human health  and safety.  Anaconda Aluminum Company 

states  emphatically  that  its  operations  pose no threat  to human 

health  and safety.  The company is  unaware of any informed  opin-
, 

ion  to the contrary.  

\  • 
2. Injury  to plant  and animal  life  and property.  An 

unfortunate  aspect  of the plant's  location  is  the existence  in  

the  area of several  species  of evergreensf-which'are  peculiarly  - 

.sensitive  to fluorides.  Much- has been learned  on this  subject  

of  sensitivity  of different  trees  and plants  since  the early  
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1950s, when the company's  site  selection  decision  was made. It  

is  now known that  sensitivity  of different  species  of conifers  

to  fluorides  varies  widely,  and that  ponderosa  is  one of the  

most  sensitive  species.  At the same time,  it  is  quite  clear  to 

, 
experts  brought  :into  the area by:the'cOmTenY  as well-as-to-For-.  . _ 

.est  Service  personnel  familiar  with  conditions  that  the jast-• ,  • 

.several  years  with  their  periods  of drought,  extreme  cold  and - 

insect-  infestations  have hada definite  adverse-,effecte-.0n_all  

trees,  not in  Columbia  Fallaalone.but"throughOut  the state4  

o it  seems .appropriate  to obserVe-that  Teakettle  .NOUrp.-  

tam n has not heeh1blegsed*U4.1uph  foliage  for some:O.-years,.  

.(when  major  fires  took  a-toll.that-has.never-been.:.offset  

although  the proximity  the  plant  to it  in -recent-yearshas.  

not  been a favorable  factor. to  animal  life,  the  company  

as had the cattle  population  inspected  by experts  who have 

reported  no adverse  economic  effects  to be evident.  With the  

— , -help  of a respected  local  veterinarian  i4otchfux--  03ie  is  1*.trig•:.  

maintained  over  local  animals  

3. Comfort  and convenience  of the people.  The compan 

is  keenly  aware of the importance  of this  policy. After  all,  • 

d Wost r  our plant  manager, and many of the employees  of the 

ant  live  in  and around-COlumbia-lalla-. he .company is  also  
• 
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quite  aware of the room for  improvement  in  the immediate  area  

of  the plant.  It  should  be stressed:  that  the improvement  being  

sought  is  to the aetthetic,  comfort  of the local  population  

since  physical  discomfort  is  not charged  by even the severest  

critic  of the company as being  a general  and persistent afflic-

tion  of the populace.  The haze over  the plant  is  most often  
• 

confined  to the general  area of the plant.  Columbia  Falls,  the  

nearest  town, is  three  miles  from the plant.  (These  facts  are 

recited  to put existing  conditions  into  some factual  perspect-

ive  for  those  unfamiliar  with  the area.)  Nevertheless,  reduc-

tion  of this  haze, to which  contribution  is  made by other  

sources  in  the area (including  the City  dump) and which  is  mag-

nified  by frequent  weather  inversions  is  a major  company goal.  

The haze is  caused by hydrocarbons  not by fluorides.  

4. Economic and social  development  of Montana. This  

policy  is  not incompatible  with  air  pollution  control.  However, 

it  does give  recognition  to the problem  s complexity  in  the  

state's  developing  economy. Anaconda Aluminum Company employs a 

work  force  of 988, has an annual  payroll  in  excess of $9,000  000, 

and pays local . taxes  at an annual  rate  of soMe-$.500,00.0.  The 

state  law, adopted  for  the benefit  of all  Montanans,:  recognizes  

that  such factors  are relevant,  even though  there  are a:few  who 

would  prefer  to disregard  this  segment of the law'  policy.  He-
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gardless,  the Anaconda Aluminum Company does not consider  its  

contribution  

environment.  

to  Montana's  economy as •a license  l to befoul  its  

We believe  -economic  and industrial-  advancemen 

and environmental  quality  are compatible  goals.  These dua 

goals  can only  be achieved  -together  •by not  demanding  miracles  

and by dint  of continuing..-searbh.  for  new and 'better  ways of 

protecting  the environment.  

5. Natural  attractions.  People  Who read or hear  • 

• - 
gloomy  reports  regarding  Glacier  National  •Park  will  be pleasant-

ly  surprised  by a visit  to the Park 

01111 S X•VOyS 

The -company through  its  

knows that  claims  of -widespread  devastation  -Which  

are  in  most cases actually  expressed  

:based  On lac  

as predictions)  are not  

The nearest  park entrance  at West Glacier  is  

s plant  he traces  fluo-
some nine  miles  from the compan 

ride  markings  which  have been reported  on trees  

ountain  are located  in  an area miles  

ordinarily  ,used,  by visitors,  
• 

within  

eas Teakettle  

from  roads  and „,trailS,  

and are for:  the Most •part  no • , 

the  Park and are a considerable  distance  from t 

Park,  entrance.  These markings  appear  as •reddish-brown  needle.  

ends,  are no more apparent  and no more injurious  to trees  

t  an th pc burn  caused  by:...w.tather.,.and  other'.environthental'  . -  

stresses  that  .one ban find  in  any forest  in  Montana. It  I 

n t Mthediate  larea  o the:  pnt,  f r , • 
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from  Glacier  Park that  actual  injury  can be found  on some trees.  

6. Balancing  of values  The public,  through  its  elec-

ted  and appointed  officials,  rather  than  through  self-appointed  

judges,  has the  power and authority  to determine  haw all  the  

values  to be taken  into  account  can and should  best  be balanced  

in  the public  interest:  

Because  of their  complexity  and enormity,  we should  like  

to  refer  briefly  to the technical  and economic  factors  with  which  

the  company is  now struggling.  600 similar  reduction  cells  or 

pots"  comprise  the basic  operation  at Columbia  Falls,  requiring  

an air  flow  of 25,000  000 cubic  feet  each minute  to maintain  nec-

essary  operating  conditions.  Collection  and cleaning  of this  

massive  air  flow  is  the heart  of the problem.  Mr. Ben Wake is  

accurate  when he says that  the complexity  and immensity  of the  

technical  problems  at Columbia  Falls  make their  solution  1000 

times  harder  than  the Garrison  situation.  Visitors  to the plant  

who view its  size  and the scope of its  operations  readily  devel-

op an awareness  of the basis  for  Mr. Nake's  statement.  Where the  

Garrison  problem  reportedly-required.  around  $100 000 to solve,  

estimates  of costs  of possible  alternatives  at Columbia  Falls  

none of which  at present  assures  a solution  --  run as high  as 

'$35,000,000.  The company which  directly,  and the general  public  
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which  indirectly,  must pay the price  involved  must of necessity  

consider  these  harsh  realities.  

The company all  too unhappily  confesses  that  it  does not 

today  have an answer to the problem  at Columbia  Falls.  It  Pro-

mises  that  as soon as such answer is  found,  it  will  be applied._  

We believe  ample evidence  of the company's  attitude  is  reflect-

ed in  its  efforts  to date.  Where technical  Solutions  have been 

available  as.in  controlling  .potential  water  pollution  we have 

applied  them successfully.  

To those  to whom all  profit-motivated  enterprise  will  

always  be suspect,  neither  this  nor any other  statement  other  

than  an announcement  of the shutting  down of operations  will  

ever  be acceptable.  We do not believe  that  this  cynical  posi-

tion  reflects  the thinking  of the vast  majority  of Montanans.  

The company appeals  to the general  public  to allow  those  

appointed  to consider  existing  problems,  including  the Advisory  

Councils  the Board of Health  and Nr. Wake and his  staff,  a suf-

ficient  opportunity  to form and apply  their  judgment  as to how 

the  law's  policy  aims can be achieved  "to  the greatest  degree  

practicable".  

1\ECEIVEn  
t//E31_11  

ARCF00003880 


